He was distressed over the deaths that were an inevi- 259
table accompaniment of the coup d'etat. They could have
been avoided, but for the blindness of party struggle. He
grieved especially for the young men who had lost their
lives. "For the sins of Poland/' he said sadly as he
watched some funeral processions,
He was by nature a silent man and never announced
beforehand what he would do. Some people thought, look-
ing back at those Hay days, that if he had only said
frankly what he wanted, the people who already hated
the Sejm and were distinctly unfriendly to the "Wltos
Cabinet, would have rallied to his side by thousands,
soldiers and civilians alike; then the government would
have seen its powerlessness and the change could have
been carried out without any fighting at all. But Pil-
sudski must be taken as he was, not as he might have
been.
For the first time in centuries, a Polish internal strug-
gle had ended with a victory that raised the government
to unprecedented heights. For the first time in centuries
disorders in the state had been overcome, defeated by the
native strength of Poland. The reaction abroad was par-
ticularly striking, for Polish securities went up sharply
on various Stock Exchanges. The coup d'etat had raised
the prestige of Poland in the outside world.
"After a long fight with myself/-1 Pilsudski said to a
group of newspaper men, "I forced myself to do this—by
force. I accept all its consequences* All my life I have
fought for virtue, honor, man's inner strength, not for
my own interests. There can't be in the state too much
injustice among those who by their labor serve the others.
There can't be too much lawlessness if the state does
not wish to perish."
He wanted no office for himself. It was better that he
stay in the background, tutoring Poland, teaching her
obedience and discipline, carrying out his pla&s to make
the nation great. He did not want to be her dictator.

